
 3240-1  

Coeur d’Alene School District No. 271 
 
STUDENTS 3240 
 
Student Publications 
 
Journalistic experience in a school setting should be calculated to develop the background of 
skills and understanding which will equip a student for the responsibilities of the free press in 
our society.  Students must recognize, however, that a school-sponsored newspaper is unique and 
different from other newspapers in at least four (4) ways. 
 

1. It is an instructive tool in addition to a means of student self-expression; 
2. It is read not just by the intended audience of fellow students, but by parents and many 

citizens outside the school; 
3. It is partially supported by tax funds; and 
4. It is an influence on the public relations of the entire District since its content is read by 

many not simply as expressions of individual students, but as expressions representative 
of the entire student body and approved by the administration. 

 
The concept of “freedom of the press” under the First Amendment has application with regard to 
school-sponsored publications.  However, the United States Supreme Court has established that 
school districts may exercise editorial control over the style and content of school-sponsored 
newspapers without violating the First Amendment.  All school-sponsored publications shall 
comply with the ethics and rules of responsible journalism.  Text that is libelous, obscene, 
vulgar, lewd, invades the privacy of others, conflicts with the basic educational mission of the 
school, is socially inappropriate, is inappropriate due to the maturity of the students, or is 
materially disruptive to the educational process will not be tolerated.  Such publications shall not 
sponsor irresponsible sex or promote the use of tobacco/nicotine, alcohol, or drugs, nor shall any 
school sponsored speech.  School administrators and classroom teachers are entitled to regulate 
the contents of school publications in any reasonable manner.  The principal or his or her 
designee may exercise control over student expression to ensure that participants learn whatever 
lessons the activity is designed to teach. 
 
Nothing in these policy or related procedures is intended to allow the censoring of any article 
merely because it is controversial or because it is critical of the School District. 
 
 
Legal Reference: Bethel School District No. 403 v. Fraser, 106 S. Ct. 3159 (1986) 

Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260 (1988) 
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